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tracted by Sir George Eeresby.    It cost me 22 5 Z.
The Parliament being to meet speedily, I went for London the 28th of September.
The committee of elections had no sooner sat but my two competitors, Benson and Long, petitioned against me that a day might ]?e named for the hearing the merit of cause or election between them and me. It was their* business to get a speedy day, but mine (since I was in possession) to get as long a day as I could; and by the interest of my friends got it put off for six weeks, or indeed for that session, for the other business of the House was so great that the Parliament was prorogued before the election came to be heard, I took a particular or journal with my own hand of what was debated and passed this session (too long to be inserted here), but the chief matters were these:—
The King in his speech had told us that he was four millions in debt, besides what he owed to the goldsmiths or bankers, of a vast sum more (for the which he then paid neither principal nor interest, to the ruin of many families). It being put to the vote whether money should be given or not, 'twas carried in the negative by four voices only, when there were near four hundred members present; but it appearing that both the Dutch and French did exceed us both in the proportion and number of our ships, three hundred thousand pounds were voted to be given to the King for the building of twenty ships, viz., one of the first rate, five of the second rate, and fourteen of the third.
Several ways were debated for the raising.this sum. Some were for the way of land tax, others by subsidy, some for raising it upon the Jews, others by poll, others upon French commodities, others upon consumption of